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D. J. Raskl, À. R. l4a8gentl ' U. Luc ard P. tr'ortuner, Division of
Neûatolory, llniversltÿ of ca.liforniê, laYls, cÀliJ. 95616, USE.A.

The concepis enal Pollcles cuEeDtly itonjnatilrg nematoAe
taxonony hwe leaal to lnortlinate proliJeration of Setera' fanill
and hlgher categorles contributing to instablltty antl ilisolder ln
thls science. Anong several ceuses of such a proliferation (pre-
concelveal size l-lnlts for taxai lfulltatlon of li6ht nicroscopy 1n
resolÿ1ng nirute nlorpholo8lr essentlal to unAerstan'llng fefatlon-
shipsi geogrephlcal alista.nces between poPulatlorE as Drina facle
evialence for speciailoni etc..) it is col[non thet ner ta:re'
ænera, have been proPosetl uslng one or fera characters related to
external, cuticular structure, thus reLJ{ng on 'key" cha,ractsrs
anal coDfusing deterrÏlatlon ânal taxonony. A reapPrêisal of the
value of such cha:racters is noù ûeealedl to Sive a nore consistent
basls to systeratics, Exanpfes â.re Slven of such reaPpraisals
applied in dtfferent groups (!!$89êÊE!9, ADhatolaljrnus, Plectus'
Àtylenchidâe, Tylenchotùynchiaêe E, fg!9, Crtconenatld€'e s., lq!9.


